
Stormwater Program
Stormwater management is an important part of the community's e�ort to improve water quality, 
protect �sh habitat and protect properties and infrastructure from �ooding. “Stormwater” is runo� from urban 
areas. Stormwater �ows to storm drains, gutters, ditches, swales, or a system of pipes, eventually ending up in the 
McKenzie or Willamette rivers. Unlike wastewater, stormwater is not treated before �owing into our waterways. 

Flood Management & Water Quality
When it rains, stormwater washes over streets, roofs, lawns, and parking lots.  On its way, stormwater picks up oil, 
sediment, bacteria, grease, and chemicals that pollute our local streams and the McKenzie and Willamette rivers. It 
can also cause �ooding if the stormwater drainage system isn’t properly maintained.

The City of Spring�eld’s stormwater program implements state and federal regulations and enforcement for 
water quality protection while working to reduce the threat of �ooding. Through planning, we improve and protect 
the health of neighborhood streams.

Maintains more than 200 miles of stormwater lines & open waterways
Cleans & maintains more than 5,000 catch basins
Sweeps more than 6,000 miles of paved streets
Provides for stormwater infrastructure & system repairs
Maintains detention ponds and other water facilities to minimize �ooding & 
improve water quality before water enters rivers
Provides safe disposal of leaves through the leaf pick up program
Eliminates unlawful connections and discharges to the stormwater system
Provides public outreach programs including:  Clean Water Gardens (rain gardens, 
naturescaping, etc.), Fish-Friendly Car Wash Kits, Canines for Clean Water, 
Spring�eld’s Stream Team, Clean Water University for local elementary schools, & 
general education/outreach
Monitors streams for water quality
Responds to water pollution calls

What Does Spring�eld’s Stormwater Program Do?

Clean Water

For more information on how to protect local rivers, go to 
springfieldstreams.org or email our team at WaterResources@springfield-or.gov

To keep our rivers clean, we need to keep stormwater clean. 
Everyone has a role in protecting water quality.
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