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SPRINGFIELD HISTORIC COMMISSION 
Minutes:  September 26, 2017 

 

Present: Tim Hilton  

Bruce Berg 

Mark McCaffery (Commission Staff) 

Mackenzie Karp 

Kristina Koenig 

Sarah Gill (guest) 

Councilor Sheri Moore 

David Wade (guest) 

Jenna Fribley (guest) 

 

Excused Absence:   Jonathan Siegle 

      

Where:     Jesse Maine Room 

 

Date/ Call to Order:   9/26/2017 at 5:30 p.m. 

 

ITEM 1: Call to Order 

 

The meeting formally began with the Chair (Tim Hilton) calling the meeting to order. 

 

ITEM 2: Public Comment 

 

Members of the public were in attendance.  Public comment  

 

ITEM 3: Approval of Minutes 

 

Action before the Commission was to review and approve, or approve with changes the minutes 

from the July 25, 2017 meeting.  The minutes from the July meeting were approved unanimously.   

 

ITEM 4: Commission Application Review 

 

Staff requested the Commission to review two applications submitted during the 

recruitment period in August and make an action to support or not-support the 

applications to move forward for interview/appointment by City Council.   

 

ITEM 5: Presentation:  Accessory Dwelling Units 

 

Sandy Belson, the City’s Comprehensive Planning Manager, discussed proposed 

amendments to the Springfield Development Code that pertain to accessory dwelling 

units.  Staff Belson presented an overview of the proposed amendments and requested the 

Historic Commission to provide a recommendation to the Planning Commission with 

regards to allowing accessory dwelling units (ADUs) within the Washburne Historic 

District.  The Commission actioned support for the proposed revisions with the following 

notations: 
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1. The Historic Commission conveyed support for on-street parking to satisfy 

additional parking requirements for ADUs while prohibiting any new curb-cuts to 

create driveways. 

2. The Commission noted that ADUs that are attached to the primary dwelling 

should not be designed to have the ingress/egress door on the same side as the 

front door of the primary dwelling. 

3. The Commission does not want to allow manufactured homes as ADUs but 

thought that the existing alteration standards would prohibit this type of structure. 

4. The Commission did not come to a conclusion on whether or not to require the 

property owner to occupy the primary dwelling or accessory dwelling unit by 

recording a deed restriction against the property.  The Commission rescheduled its 

next meeting for the afternoon of November 16 to allow further discussion prior 

to the City Council’s public hearing. 

 

Staff Belson asked the Commission to provide input on the type of procedure to evaluate 

ADUs in the Washburne Historic District.  The Commission’s recommendations are 

summarized below:   

 

Rely on existing development code Section 3.3-945 and Historic Design Guidelines 

These code regulations include standards for major and minor alterations that apply to 

any alterations, additions, and new construction.  Every applicant is provided a copy of 

the Springfield Historic Design Guidelines.  Although not regulatory in nature, these 

Guidelines address the exteriors of buildings that may undergo alteration, and include 

sections on additions and new construction.  There are also guidelines that apply to 

accessory structures that would pertain to a conversion of an accessory structure to an 

accessory dwelling unit. 

 

Create new guidelines for accessory dwelling units. 

Modify or add to the suggestions listed in the Springfield Historic Design Guidelines.  

These would then help educate people about the best ways to add a dwelling unit on a 

property while retaining the integrity of the historic district.  The regulatory requirements 

would remain as written in Section 3.3-945 of the development code. 

 

Allow accessory dwelling units as Major Alterations (Type II procedure) 

The decision would be made by the Planning Director unless s/he determines that it 

should be reviewed as a Type III decisions due to the complexity of the application or the 

need for discretionary review.  The Historic Commission determined that adding an 

accessory dwelling unit is “a change to a more intensive use category as defined in the 

underlying zoning district”, and therefore fits the category of a major alteration under 

Subsection 3.3-915 B.2.  The Commission recommended adding accessory dwelling units 

to the list in subsection B of Section 3.3-915. 

 

ITEM 6: Land Use Applications  

 

 No land use applications.     

 

ITEM 7: Sub-Committee Reports  

 

No reports pertaining to existing sub-committees.   
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ITEM 8: Commissioner Updates  

 

Commissioners identified recent and future activities that may affect their availability for the next 

Commission meeting.  Commissioner Karp attended a recent barbecue arranged by the 

Washburne Neighborhood Association.   

 

Staff Note:  During this Agenda item, Commissioner Berg brought up concerns regarding the 

properties within the Washburne Historic District being used as airbnbs.  The Commissioners 

sited concerns with interior modifications, houses being used with more than 40% of the area as 

a business, and properties that were not owner-occupied but being used as rentals.  

Commissioner Karp noted that property owners may not be aware of specific regulations 

pertaining to the Historic District, as new or existing property owners do not receive a packet or 

publication identifying these regulations and responsibilities at time of occupation.  Staff noted 

that alleged violations of Historic District regulations may be vetted through the City’s Code 

Enforcement Division.   

 

ITEM 9: Staff Updates  

 

 Staff informed the Commission that a Certified Local Governments meeting/workshop is to 

be held in Canby, OR on October 17
th

.  Staff McCaffery plans to attend.  The workshop is 

open to Commissioners.  Staff also inquired if anyone would be interested in presenting a 

summary of the Lumber Heritage Context Statement project at the workshop.   

 Staff informed the Commission that administrative requirements for the 2016-2017 CLG 

Grant were successfully submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office. 

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:35p.m.  Minutes recorded by Mark McCaffery. 

 

Next Regular Meeting: November 20, 2017.  

 

 

   

 

 


