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SPRINGFIELD HISTORIC COMMISSION 
Minutes:  July 25, 2017 

 

Present: Tim Hilton  

Jonathan Siegle 

Bruce Berg 

Mark McCaffery (Commission Staff) 

Mackenzie Karp 

Kuri Gill (guest) 

Jenna Fribley (guest) 

 

Excused Absence:   Kristina Koenig 

      

Where:     Library Meeting Room 

 

Date/ Call to Order:   7/25/2017 at 5:35 p.m. 

 

 

ITEM 1: Call to Order 

 

The meeting formally began with the Chair (Tim Hilton) calling the meeting to order. 

 

ITEM 2: Public Comment 

 

Members of the public were in attendance.  Public comment was offered by Kuri Gill, a 

citizen of Springfield.  Ms. Gill summarized interest in pursuing Historic Landmark 

designation for the Springfield School District Administration Building located at 525 

Mill Street.  She attended a School District Board Meeting in June and discussed the 

building’s significance in Historic surveys conducted through past Commission projects.  

Based on her discussion with the Board, it is Ms. Gill’s opinion that the Board did not 

appear to have plans to demolish the administration building but has considered selling it.  

The Board may be willing to delay action on the building if there is interest in further 

survey (feasibility) of the property’s historic qualities.  She recommended that the 

Commission communicate with the School Board to convey the Commission’s 

interest/timeline in conducting a feasibility study using Certified Local Government grant 

funds which can be applied for next Spring 2018.  Ms. Gill mentioned that the School 

District plans to have a celebration to commemorate the building upon vacating it 

sometime in the Fall.  Commissioner Berg proposed a motion to the Commission contact 

the School Board via written letter expressing interest in meeting with the Board and/or 

touring the school administration building.  Staff agreed to track down appropriate 

District contact information.   

 

ITEM 3: Approval of Minutes 

 

Action before the Commission was to review and approve, or approve with changes the minutes 

from the March 28, 2017 and the May 23, 2017 meetings.  The minutes from both March and May 

meetings were approved unanimously.   

 

ITEM 4: Lumber Heritage Context Statement 
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Staff reported the status of the Certified Local Government (CLG) grant funded context 

statement that focuses on the history of the lumber industry in Springfield.  Historic 

Preservation Consultant, Liz Carter, provided some updates via email that have been 

paraphrased by Staff below:   

 

• The story of sawmills and lumber-related businesses in Springfield is a bit 

complicated due to the numerous ownership and name changes for mill buildings/sites, 

as well as upgrades and expansions.  This makes tracking the chronology of sawmill 

concerns other than the large ones (Booth-Kelly, Georgia-Pacific, Rosboro, and 

Weyerhaeuser) quite challenging.  At the end of the document, I would like to include an 

annotated list of the known companies, their locations, and names associated with them, 

all to the degree that any of that is known, with the understanding that it is likely to be an 

incomplete and possibly flawed list.  But it could serve as a start for someone else's 

research.  Does the Commission support an annotated list as part of this project? 

• There are A LOT of interesting tangents for further research including some 

potential company housing evidence in certain neighborhoods of the City. There is a 

series of similar houses dating from about 1935-1950) in the area of S. A Street between 

19th and 22nd (part of the 1911 Railroad Addition, I believe) that may have been some 

sort of worker housing (for Rosboro?).  Also, newspapers indicate that Weyerhaeuser 

constructed some worker housing on their land in the late 1940s, but the comments are 

very brief and do not indicate anything about locations or types of buildings.   

• For the Resource Identification section, id and description of specific resource 

types is going to be difficult without actually visiting the individual sawmill or lumber-

related sites.  I anticipate that few of the very early structures remain, since most of these 

locales are either still in use and have thus been heavily updated, or have been converted 

to new uses and totally changed, or have been demolished.  The changes in building types 

over the seventy-year span are bound to be profound, and therefore difficult to call out 

with any specificity (or accuracy).  I'm not sure how to handle that in a graceful way.  

Any thoughts would be appreciated. 

• Would the Commission value an updated version of the working timeline in this 

document? 

 

The Commission expressed interest in further research for the company housing.  They 

agreed the updated timeline being included in the document.  They understood the 

challenges associated with resource identification and offered that resource identification 

could potentially be another area for separate, dedicated research.    

 

ITEM 5: Discussion:  CLG Grant Status 

Staff discussed progress with CLG Grant projects.  Staff noted that the Lumber Heritage 

Project was on target to be completed by the end of August as contracted.  Staff noted 

that the training/education allotment of funds has been underspent at this point.  Funds 

secured for a local landmark designation land use procedure had not come to fruition at 

the time of this meeting.  Staff had confirmed with the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) that unexpended funds could be used towards books for the Springfield Library 

and/or training-related funds and materials pertaining to education and outreach for 

current property owners in the Washburne District.  Commissioner Karp offered to 

develop a prototype mailing/graphic sendout in the period of time before the next 

meeting.   
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ITEM 6: Land Use Applications  

 

 No land use applications.     

 

ITEM 7: Sub-Committee Reports  

 

No reports pertaining to existing sub-committees.   

 

Staff Note:  During this Agenda item, Commissioner Berg and Commissioner Siegle brought up 

concerns regarding the properties within the Washburne Historic District being used as airbnbs.  

The Commissioners sited concerns with interior modifications, houses being used with more than 

40% of the area as a business, and properties that were not owner-occupied but being used as 

rentals.  Staff noted these concerns and clarified the definitions of boarding houses and bed & 

breakfasts.  Staff resolved to research this concern with other staff/departments that may have 

more information and would report to the Commission at the next meeting, if there was any new 

information to share.   

 

ITEM 8: Commissioner Updates  

 

No Commissioner updates.   

 

ITEM 9: Staff Updates  

 

Staff requested the Commissioners to provide any volunteer hours or provide any reimbursements 

from recent training activities.  Staff noted that a new recruitment process was set to begin 

during the month of August to fulfill 2 vacancies on the Commission and requested that the 

Commission provide input for potential outreach opportunities where this information could be 

shared.   

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:12p.m.  Minutes recorded by Mark McCaffery. 

 

Next Regular Meeting: September 26, 2017.  

 

 

   

 

 


