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SPRINGFIELD HISTORIC COMMISSION 
Minutes:  March 28, 2017 

 

Present: Tim Hilton 

Kristina Koenig 

Jonathan Siegle 

Mark McCaffery (Staff) 

Councilor Sheri Moore 

Carolyn Wehrman (public) 

Greg Slowik (guest) 

Liz Carter (guest) 

Richard Zink (public) 

Taylor Harwood (Staff) 

 

Excused Absence:  Bruce Berg 

    Terra Wheeler 

      

Where:     DPW Conference Room 616 

 

Date/ Call to Order:   3/28/2017 at 5:32 p.m. 

 

 

ITEM 1: Call to Order 

 

The meeting formally began with the Chair (Tim Hilton) calling the meeting to order.   

 

ITEM 2: Public Comment 

 

Members of the public were in attendance to discuss preliminary property specific 

development proposals with the Commission.   

 

Carolyn Wehrman of 420 F Street was introduced by Staff.  Ms. Wehrman shared photos 

of proposed improvements to her house.  Proposed improvements included foundation 

repair and rain gutter installation.  The Commissioners provided some suggestions and 

Staff noted the land use application requirement to proposed improvements.    

 

Richard Zink presented a preliminary development proposal for an elevator shaft at 

Ebbert Memorial Church located at 6
th

 and C Street in the Washburne Historic District.  

Mr. Zink shared three options to construct the elevator shaft.  Commissioners provided 

suggestions on how the proposed improvement that prioritized minimizing any alterations 

to the façade or existing windows/doors of the original church structure.       

 

ITEM 3: Approval of Minutes 

 

The Chair commented that the Commission has a quorum this evening and the minutes of the 

November 22, 2016 and January 24
th

, 2017 meeting.  The Chair had made some clerical changes to 

the January meeting that were vetted with the Commission (a copy of the suggested changes are part 

of the folder record for this meeting).  No other changes to the November or January meetings were 
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proposed by the Commissioner.  The November and January meeting minutes were approved by the 

Commission with the incorporation of the suggested clerical changes to the January meeting. (The 

Commission had a quorum to make an action).     

 

ITEM 4: Discussion:  CLG Grant:  Historic Preservation Conference Schedule  

 

Staff shared information on the upcoming Heritage Summit to be held in Newberg on 

April 26
th

 and 27
th

.  Commissioners Hilton and Koenig expressed interest in attending.  
 

ITEM 5: Intro / Discussion:  Historic Museum 

 

Taylor Harwood, Interim Director of the Springfield Historic Museum, introduced herself 

and shared her experiences with the Historic Museum.   

 

ITEM 6: Intro / Discussion:  Lumber Heritage Context 

 

Historic Preservation Consultant, Liz Carter, discussed her research findings and progress 

with the Lumber Heritage Context Statement project.  Ms. Carter provided the 

Commission with an historic timeline related to the lumber industry in Springfield and a 

skeleton outline of the statement narrative.  This context statement is a continuation of 

the research that focused on the local lumber industry in the 19
th

 century and focuses on 

the period between 1900 and 1970.  The project is funded by the Historic Commission’s 

Certified Local Government grant.  Discussion centered around recent research findings 

and how the context statement may best be structured to be cohesive with the first phase 

of the lumber context statement and to meet the requirements of the current CLG grant.  

Both Ms. Carter and the Commission concluded that providing a summary of the 

relationship of the two phases of the context statements will increase the usability of the 

documents.   

 

ITEM 7: Intro / Discussion:  Window Repair at SMJ House  

 

Greg Slowik presented his window repair project at the Shelton McMurphey Johnson House 

(SMJ).  Mr. Slowik described the procedure by which the historic windows are removed to be 

restored to their original function and repainted to match the original colors.  Mr. Slovik also 

articulated how the windows and other architectural elements of the SMJ house were 

constructed.  A key takeaway from his work with SMJ is the craftsmanship of the windows – 

very little hardware used to construct and operate!      

 

ITEM 8: Land Use Applications  

 

 No land use applications to review at the time of the meeting. 

 

ITEM 9: Sub-Committee Reports  
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Commissioner Siegle met with Commissioner Berg to discuss the current zoning of properties in the 

Washburne Historic District.   

 

ITEM 10: Commissioner Updates  

 

Commissioner Karp attended a Washburne Neighborhood Association meeting and conveyed to the 

attendees that the Commission is here to assist the neighborhood with their improvement 

proposals.   

Commissioner Koenig brought up the idea about pub talks as an avenue to discuss local history.  The 

Commission supports the idea but would like to pursue this in the fall and not as part of this 

year’s CLG grant cycle which ends in August.   

Commissioner Hilton asked staff to research whether/not there was some resolution or 

acknowledgement of the plaque noting the original spring where Springfield got its name (B 

Street and Mill Streets).   

 

Meeting adjourned at approximately 6:45 p.m.  Minutes recorded by Mark McCaffery. 

 

Next Regular Meeting: Tuesday, May 25, 2017.  

 

 

   

 

 


